Questionnaire on Child Welfare Reform
	Context: Justice for Children and Youth (JFCY) is a specialty legal aid clinic that provides select legal representation to low-income youth in Toronto and vicinity. It has also operated a program of legal services for street involved youth aged 16 to 24 for almost a decade. 

JFCY advocates for systemic reform, monitors, and responds to current developments and proposed changes to the laws which affect children and youth.
A staggering number of homeless youth in Canada have had previous involvement with child protection agencies. A recent study found that 43% of homeless youth had previously been in the care of a Children’s Aid Society.1  
Given the large number of homeless youth who have been involved in child protection services during their lives, JFCY is examining the operation of Ontario’s child welfare legislation and how this may be contributing to the incidence of youth homelessness.
Specifically, we are looking at:

· the age of eligibility for child protection services,

· the model of offering child protection services, and 
· how the current “extended care and maintenance” provisions work. 
This survey is not intended as a criticism of any individual Children’s Aid Society. Certainly the Ontario Association of Children’s Aid Societies has long advocated for the age at which a child can be found in need of protection to be raised to 18.  We are soliciting opinions and alternative approaches from the concerned community regarding older youth in need of protection and support in Ontario.
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Questions:
1. Name and Professional Affiliation (if you wish)
2.  What child protection problems do you encounter regarding older youth?

3. Does your work involve extended care and maintenance agreements? If so, please comment on their effectiveness. 
4. Concerning older youth, is your practice constrained by the CFSA, or other OACAS and/or Ministry policies and guidelines?

5. Can you provide examples of any situations which demonstrate the limitations of the current legislation and/or policies?
6. In England, the current child welfare regime allows children aged 16 - 18 to be “looked after.”  Being looked after does not involve a statutory finding of “being in need of protection” but rather the acceptance of a statutory obligation on the part of a Society, that a child is in need of accommodation and therefore must be provided with semi-independent housing, financial support and social work support. It is not coercive and if a child wishes to not participate they are not obligated to.  Do you think a similar approach should be adopted in Ontario?
7. Currently, children in Ontario may be supported through the extended care program until age 21 provided they are undertaking training or education.  Also in England, children who have left care continue to receive services until they are 24, so long as the individual is undertaking training or education.  Should the mandate of Ontario’s extended care program be expanded in a similar way?
8. If you could, what part(s) of the Ontario legislation, policies and/or guidelines would you change?  In what way(s)?
9. Any additional comments / thoughts? 

Please return completed questionnaires marked to the attention of Niamh Harraher to info@jfcy.org or by fax to (416) 920-5855 by 5 pm on Monday December 5, 2011.
